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\December 7, 1941, the Empire of

Japan launched an unprovoked attack

' on the United States Naval Base at

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Nearly 2,500
American soldiers and civilians died in

~ the strike. This event led the United

States to declare war on Japan and its
allies, Germany and Italy.

The bombing of Pearl Harbor also
brought another tragedy with the
forced imprisonment of Japanese
Americans in the United States. They
had committed no crimes, broken no
laws and when their rights were taken
away, they were charged with no
offenses. Their only “crime” was that
they were of Japanese ancestry.

Once Executive Order No. 9066 was issued, Japanase
Americans all across the West Coast were forced to
shutter or sell their businesses. Dorolhea Lange, courtesy
of Japanese American National Museum

PERMANENT DETENTION CAMPS - called Relocation Centers by the government; housing

Internees from March, 1942, and all closed by November, 1945.
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- temporary detention camps in operation from late March, 1942 to about middle
of October, 1942, where Internee families were kept until relocated to more permanent detention camps

called Relocation Centers.

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT INTERNMENT CAMPS - for non-citizens which included Kibei, Buddhist

ministers, newspaper people and other community leaders.

CITIZEN ISOLATION CAMPS - War Relocation Authority Penal Colonies for United States citizens

President Franklin D. Roosevelt issued Executive Order No. 9066 on February 19, 1942. The Order authorized military commanders to exclude any and all persons from military a
General John L. DeWitt, Commander of the Western Defense Command, issued civilian exclusion orders to forcibly remove all Americans of Japanese ancestry, including citizens,
the West Coast. Gen. DeWitt equated Americans of Japanese ancestry with the enemy stating, “It makes no difference whether he is an America citizen.” Congress unanim /
passed legislation making it a crime to violate the military orders. The United States Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of the exclusion orders. a8

Over 110,000 Americans of Japanese ancestry were forcibly removed and interned in desolate areas of the country’s interior for nearly three years. Over 70,000 were America
citizens. The ostensible basis for the orders was “military necessity” to prevent espionage and sabotage. Yet, not one Japanese American was ever charged or convicted of such:
during the war. Japanese Americans were only given six-days notice to dispose of their homes, farms, businesses, personal property and beloved pets before reporting to ini
sites. Two such sites were located in Fresno County, the Pinedale Assembly Center and the Fresno Assembly Center.
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